2010 ABRAMSON FOUNDATION CONTINUING SCHOLARS

Sharnita Brice (2009)

Sharnita, 2009 graduate of Woodrow Wilson High School, is entering her second year at Towson State University, where she is majoring in Family Studies.  She successfully tackled the challenge of time management her first year of college, juggling her coursework and competitive cheerleading, while earning a 3.53 GPA.  At her interview, Sharnita stressed how important her first-year Abramson scholarship was as she is paying for college herself.  Like many of our scholars, Sharnita struggled with the financial stress of how she was going to pay for school – she took out loans, used her savings, and borrowed money from family members.  Sharnita admits that she doubted her abilities her first year of college – in high school, she did her best but didn’t have to give her all.  With her strong grades and effervescent personality, we know how far Sharnita will go in this world, giving her “all”.  This summer, Sharnita will be working at a traveling cheer camp.  
Michelle Brown (2009)

Michelle, 2009 graduate of McKinley Technology High School, completed her first year at Florida A & M University, where she majored in Business Administration.  Although Michelle was the only scholar to interview over the telephone, her charming personality shone through.  Michelle held numerous jobs on the FAMU campus, including in the library and in student affairs, where she worked for Haiti relief supporting the large FAMU population of Haitian students.  Michelle learned much about herself her first year of college, including, in her own words “a better sense of responsibility, compassion, commitment, cooperation, self-control, and optimism,” all traits that will serve her well.   This summer, Michelle will be working in DC’s Department of Employment Services as a payroll liaison, visiting and evaluating jobsites.  In order to receive more personal and financial support in a closer location, Michelle will attend either Virginia Commonwealth or Virginia State University in the fall.

Markeytta Harrison (2009)

Markeytta, 2009 graduate of Calvin Coolidge High School, is entering her second year at the University of Virginia.  The biggest challenge Markeytta faced this year was the competitive nature at UVA – everyone seemed to be class president or valedictorian, the best and the brightest.  She learned how to compete against herself.  Markeytta enjoyed utilizing the various resources her university had to offer.  After an emotionally-challenging first semester of college, delving into the unknown, Markeytta significantly improved her grades in the second semester.  She credits her Abramson scholarship for  “stability and support” writing in her essay that “[e]ach care package and card made my bumpy first year a little smoother.”

Kalon Hayward (2008)

Kalon, 2008 graduate of the Duke Ellington School of the Arts, is entering his second year at Fordham University.  As a theatre major, Kalon’s transfer from Pace University outside New York City to Fordham, directly across the street from Lincoln Center, was the best decision he could have made.  When asked at his interview if he had a summer job, Kalon proceeded to tell the Committee that not only does he have a full-time job at Fordham in the theatre/visual arts office, he also has an internship at the Creative Casting Company, and in all his free time, he is acting in an off-off Broadway play being produced after some individuals attended the Fordham performance.  Kalon understands the importance of giving back to the community and is currently teaching theatre to underprivileged children through the Boys and Girls Club of DC.  In his own essay Kalon writes, “I have started to understand the power that art has to make people aware of the beauty and ugliness of human life, shifting people’s way of thinking.  Theatre creates dialogue that is a vehicle through which change can occur.”  Because of his emphasis on community service and unwavering focus on his goals, Kalon has been designated the Steffen W. Graae Scholarship Recipient.  

Nico Hinkle (2009)

Nico, 2009 graduate of Dunbar High School, is entering his second year at Florida A & M University, where he is majoring in Accounting.  In applying for both his first and second year scholarships, Nico mentioned his mentors, and especially credits his Abramson mentor for helping him deal with first year stresses.  At his interview, Nico told the committee members that now that he is home for the summer, he sees the same people doing the same negative things back in his neighborhood and it’s a challenge for him to stay on the path to success.  He further recognizes the importance of giving back to the community and mentoring and mentors a high school student with a 1.6 GPA.  Nico was able to help his mentee attain a job at Giant and an internship at Bank of America, before his mentee begins community college.

Qi Ling Li (2009)

Qi Ling, 2009 graduate of Bell Multicultural High School, is entering her second year at James Madison University with a major in Computer Information Systems.  With English as her second language, Qi Ling resourcefully utilized her Abramson mentor by sending her essays for review.  Upon reflection of her education at her interview, Qi Ling described how high school teachers explain everything step by step, but college professors just throw things at you and expect you to figure it out.  Despite various challenges Qi Ling faced freshman year, including difficult living arrangements and grades hinging on just one exam, she still finished strong with a 3.18 GPA.  

Louis Ngonzo-Biyo (2008)

Louis, 2008 graduate of Bell Multicultural High School, is transferring from Penn State to Catholic University of America for his third year.  Despite a rocky start to his college career which included personal and financial issues and transferring from Penn State Altoona to the much bigger Penn State University Park, Louis has stayed focused on his major of Architectural Engineering.  Louis’ optimistic attitude, maturity, and drive will ensure his success.  This summer, Louis is working at an architectural engineering firm.  

Anaia Peddie (2008)

Anaia, 2008 graduate of Benjamin Banneker High School, is entering her third year at Spelman College where she is definitely getting the full college experience, while maintaining a 3.53 GPA.  Anaia will be living in Spain for three months this summer before spending a semester at Sarah Lawrence College in New York City (where our next scholar attends).  At her interview, Anaia described how she spent her first year feeling out the campus and getting to know college and was able to focus on her goals in her second year.  As an English major, Anaia knows the importance of being able to analyze and communicate her thoughts.  She plans to utilize these skills by attending law school and/or working for a non-profit organization.  This summer, Anaia is working as an intern at Lutheran Social Services, working with youth affected by HIV virus.

Miya Upshur-Williams (2009)

Miya, 2009 graduate of Duke Ellington School for the Arts, is entering her second year at Sarah Lawrence College, where she is majoring in Poetry (coincidentally, she and Anaia share a mentor!).  Miya worked in college at America Reads, a childcare provider for children under 2.  Miya often faced the challenge at Sarah Lawrence of being the lone voice defending the oppressed and discriminated, but that has helped her to grow and learn.  She especially enjoys working one on one with her professors – the student: teacher ratio at Sarah Lawrence is 6:1, and her friends.  Miya summarized college best in her application essay with what she learned her first year:  “(1) It is only a big deal if you make it a big deal; (2) Always listen to your gut; (3) If it’s important, you will find a way; if it’s not, you’ll find an excuse.  College is an opportunity to test and break the limits we prescribe to ourselves.  It has become a much needed investment in me.”  The Abramson Foundation is proud to have the opportunity to invest in the futures of Miya and all the members of the Class of 2010.

